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In Term 3, 2018, Watiyawanu Kuula senior primary students learnt about plants. As part of classroom lessons in preparation for
an Australian Curriculum Illustration of Practice video, the students drew and wrote stories in Luritja about local plants and
habitats; grouped the plants in Aboriginal and Western science categories, using drawings and photo-cards; labelled parts of
flowers and plants on drawings; and completed tables with names, uses, habits and habitats of local plants.

The students did some great work!



Rita is hnldmg.up each piunf spar.:l-men und Tafkmg about its LUFITJG name and uses to The sfudam‘s Then the students helped Meg put The Speclmens ina
plant press. In the classroom the next day, the students taped the pressed specimens on paper and labelled them.

For the filming of the Australian Curriculum video, senior assistant teachers Rita Turner and Roderick Kantamara led a bush trip
to Tjunkupu, northwest of Mt Liebig, to teach the students about local plants. Rita and Roderick taught the students the names
and uses of the plants we saw. The students already knew some of the plants, from what Rita and Roderick have taught them

in the classroom. Tangentyere Science Pathways project officer Meg Mooney helped the students collect specimens of all the
plants.

The following pages use photos from the bush trip, pressed specimens of plants labelled by the students, and the students’
drawings and writing to describe each plant. Where the student drew or wrote about a plant that we didn't see on the bush trip,
Meg has added photos from the Tangentyere collection.
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“This is the mulga tree. People dig up

honeyants (from under mulga) and eat mulga
apples from this tree. *
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Lemon Grass

Ulupu

Ghost Gum

‘This is the ghost gum. S
It grows high up on hills. >
People make ashes from i e \

it (from the bark).’
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Desert Oak

‘ Desert oak grows in sand country. It makes
lots of shade. It doesn’t have any food.
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Umbrella Bush
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Honey Grevillea
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i ‘This is the corkwood tree.
-’ ke It grows in sand country and
creeks and in woodland.

: — People make medicine (from
SO arra gk | the bark) and rub it on babies’
sore mouths.
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Bean Tree

‘This is the bean
tree. People make
coolamons (from
the wood).
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Yaalka

Bush Onion
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Native Fig
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‘Edible grubs
live in the
roots.’

Ilykuwarra

Witchetty Bush

‘This is witchetty
bush. Edible grubs live
in the roots. People
dig them up to eat.
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Bush Tomato

‘Bush tomatoes are good food. Bush
tomatoes grow in sand country and on
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‘Bush banana grows in the ground

Bush Banana
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River Red
Gum
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Mingkulpa

Bush Tobacco
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‘This is bush tobacco. It grows high up
in hills. People collect it from caves.’
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© Watiyawanu Kuula, CSIRO & Tangentyere Council, 2018

The bush trip to teach senior primary students about local plants for the Australian Curriculum Assessment & Reporting
Authority (ACARA) Illustration of Practice video was led by assistant teachers Rita Turner and Roderick Kantamara, with
support from teaching principal Larry Kenny and Science Pathways NT project officer Meg Mooney. Senior primary classroom
teacher Belinda Lee led the classroom activities about plants, with support from Rita Turner and Roderick Kantamara, using
the Tangentyere Land & Learning resource booklet. Bayden Findlay did the filming for the ACARA video, with support from
Craig Davies from ACARA.

This booklet was written by Meg Mooney with photos taken by her.

Science Pathways for Indigenous Communities NT, delivered by Tangentyere Council's Land & Learning Program, is part of a
national Indigenous STEM Education project managed by CSIRO and funded by BHP Billiton.
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